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A SECOND MARIAN YEAR
The Marian Library and its International Marian Research Institute ( IMRI) present in this issue
of the Newsletter a series of extracts from Pope John Paul II's
sixth encyclical, Redemptoris Mater
- (Mother of the Redeemer) .
With
this letter, . the Holy Father proclaims a second Marian Year to
extend from Pentecost (6 June) 1987
to the Feast of the Assumption (15
August) 1988.
While the first
Marian Year, declared by Pius XII
for 1953-54, highlighted the exceptional holiness of Mary, this
one will emphasize the special
presence of Mary in the mystery of
Christ and his Church.
Accordingly, our extracts have been
grouped under five
headings:
Mary's
special share in blessings poured out on
mankind in Christ, her faith whereby she
entrusted herself to God without reserve, her position as Mother of Christ
and all his members, Mary's role as
model of the Church and finally her
glorification in the Assumption.
The illustrations that accompany
our extracts are taken from a suite of
twenty engravings illustrating the life
of Mary published by Jean Messager at
Paris in 1620 under the title Vita
Deiparae Virginis Mariae.

June, 1987

MARY AND UKRAINE
The current Marian Year marks
two important anniversaries in the
history of the Ukrainian peoples:
their conversion to Christianity in
988 under their prince, St. Volodymyr the Great (d. 1015) and their
first consecration to Mary in 1037
by Volodymyr's son, Yaroslav the
Wise ( 1019-1054).
Looking forward
to these anniversaries, the Ukrainian hierarchy, gathered in Rome on
3 October 1985, consecrated Ukraine
to Mary a second time, pleading for
her protection in these days of
trial.
Selections from an English
translation of this act, together
with its final paragraph in the
original Ukrainian, appear on the
last page of this Newsletter.
We are
pleased, in this way, to pay tribute to
the deeply rooted devotion, love and
confidence towards the Mother of God so
characteristic of this nation.
Through the efforts of our cataloguer, Helen Nykolyshyn, the Marian
Library has acquired a fine collection
of
works
by
contemporary
Ukrainian
artists and writers that testify to how
vibrant and alive this love remains.

Pope John Paul's encyclical Redemptoris Mater calls to mind several anniversaries to be
observed during this Marian Year of 1987-1988:
787--Second Council of Nicaea--12th centenary
988--Conversion of Rus'-Ukraine--!Oth centenary
1037--Consecration of Ukraine to Mary--950 years
1387--Conversion of Lithuania--6th centenary
1917--Mary's appearances at Fatima--70 years
1917--Atheistic Communism takes over Russia--70 years
Other events in Church history that will be remembered:
487--Conversion of St. Augustine--15th centenary
1587--Martyrdom of Edmund Campion--4th centenary
1687--Repeal of England's penal laws against Catholics--3rd centenary
1787--Death of St. Alphonsus de' Liguori--2nd centenary
1937--Pius XI's encyclical Mit brennender Sorge condemns Nazi socialism--50 years
1962--Vatican Council begins--25 years
1963--John XXIII dies.
Paul VI begins reign--25 years
1978--Paul VI and John Paul I die. John Paul II begins reign--10 years

SELECTIONS FROM REDEMPTORIS MATER
ENCYCLICAL OF JOHN PAUL II
MARY IN THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST

INTRODUCTION
The Mother of the Redeemer has a
precise place in the plan of sal~ation,
for "when the time had fully come, God
sent forth his Son, born of woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as sons.
And because you are
sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son
into
our
hearts,
crying,
'Abba I
Father!'" (Gal 4:4-6).
strengthened by the presence of
Christ
( cf.
Mt
28:20),
the Church
journeys through time towards the consummation of the ages and goes to meet
the Lord who comes.
But on this
journey--and I wish to make this point
straightaway--she proceeds along the
path already trodden by the Virgin Mary,
who
"advanced in her pilgrimage of
faith, and loyally persevered in her
union with her Son unto the Cross".
The circumstance which now moves me
to take up this subject once more is the
prospect of the year 2000, now drawing
near, in which the Bimellennial Jubilee
of the birth of Jesus Christ at the same
time directs
our
gaze
towards
his
Mother.
In these reflections, however, I
wish to consider primarily that "pilgrimage of faith" in which "the Blessed
Virgin advanced", faithfully preserving
her union with Christ.
In this way the
"twofold bond" which unites the Mother
of God with Christ and with the Church
takes on historical significance.

"Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us
in Christ with
every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places" ( Eph
1:3). These words of the Letter to the
Ephesians reveal the eternal design of
God the Father, his plan of man's
salvation in Christ.
It is a universal
plan, which concerns all men and women
created in the image and likeness of God
(cf. Gen 1:26).
Just as all are included in the creative work of God "in
the beginning", so all are eternally
included in the divine plan of salvation,
which
is
to
be
completely
revealed, in the "fullness of time",
with the final coming of Christ.
In
fact, the God who is the "Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ"--these are the next
words of the same Letter--"chose us in
him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and blameless
before him.
He destined us in love to
be his
sons
through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, to
the praise of his glorious grace which
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace" (Eph 1:4-7).
When we read that the messenger
addresses Mary as "full of grace", the
Gospel context, which mingles revelations and ancient promises, enables us
to understand that among all the "spiritual blessings in Christ" this is a
special "blessing".
In the mystery of
Christ she is present even "before the
creation of the world", as the one whom
the Father "has chosen" as Mother of his
Son in the Incarnation.
And, what is
more, together with the Father, the Son
has chosen her, entrusting her eternally
to the Spirit of holiness.
In an
entirely special and exceptional way
Mary is united to Christ, and similarly
she is eternally loved in this "beloved
Son", this Son who is of one being with
the Father, in whom is concentrated all
the "glory of grace". At the same time,
she is and remains perfectly open to
this "gift from above" ( cf. Jas 1:17).
As the Council teaches, Mary "stands out
among the poor and humble of the Lord,
who confidently await and receive salvation from him".
By virtue of the richness of the
grace of the beloved Son, by reason of
the redemptive merits of him who willed
to become her Son, Mary was preserved
from the inheritance of original sin.

In the salvific design of the Most
Holy Trinity, the mystery of the Incarnation constitutes the superabundant
fulfilment of the promise made by GcJ to
man after original sin, after that first
sin whose effects oppress the whole
earthly history of man (cf. Gen 3:15).
And so, there comes into the world a
Son, "the seed of the woman" who will
crush the evil of sin in its very
origins:
"he will crush the head of the
serpent".
As we see from the words of
the Proto-gospel, the victory of the
woman's Son will not take place without
a hard struggle, a struggle that is to
extend
through
the
whole
of human
history.
The "enmity", foretold at the
beginning, is confirmed in the Apocalypse (the book of the final events of
the Church and the world), in which
there recurs the sign of the "woman",
this time "clothed with the sun" (Rev
12:1).
Mary, Mother of the Incarnate Word,
is placed at the very centre of that
enmity, that struggle which accompanies
the history of humanity on earth and the
history of salvation itself.
In this central place, she who
belongs to the "weak and poor of the
Lord" bears in herself, like no other
member of the human race, that "glory of
grace" which the Father "has bestowed on
us in his beloved Son", and this grace
determines the extraordinary greatness
and beauty of her whole being.
Mary
thus remains before God, and also before
the whole of humanity, as the unchangeable and inviolable sign of God's election, spoken of in Paul's Letter:
"in
Christ
he chose us
before the
foundation of the world, ... He destined
us ... to be his sons" (Eph 1:4.5).

BLESSED IS SHE WHO BELIEVED
The mystery of the Incarnation was
accomplished when Mary uttered her fiat:
"Let it be to me according to your
word", which made possible, as far as it
depended upon her in the divine plan,
the granting of her Son's desire.
Mary uttered this fiat in faith.
In faith she entrusted herself to God
without reserve and "devoted herself
totally as the handmaid of the Lord to
the person and work of her Son".
And
this Son--as the Fathers of the Church
teach--she conceived in her mind before
she conceived him in her womb: precisely in faith!
Mary's faith can also be compared
to that of Abraham, whom Saint Paul
calls "our father in faith" ( cf. Rom
4:12).
In the salvific economy of God's
revelation, Abraham's faith constitutes
the beginning of the Old Covenant;
Mary's faith at the Annunciation inaugurates the New Covenant. Just as Abraham "in hope believed against hope, that
he should become the father of many
nations" (cf. Rom 4:18), so Mary, at the
Annunciation,
having
professed
her
virginity ("How shall this be, since I
have
no
husband?"),
believed
that
through the power of the Most High, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, she would
become the Mother of God's Son in accordance with the angel's revelation:
"The child to be born will be called
holy, the Son of God" (Lk 1:35).
However,
Elizabeth's words
"And
blessed is she who believed" do not
apply only to that particular moment of
the Annunciation.
Certainly the Annunciation is the culminating moment of
Mary's faith in her awaiting of Christ,
but it is also the point of departure
from which her whole "journey towards
God" begins, her whole pilgrimage of
faith.
And on this road, in an eminent
and truly heroic manner--indeed with an
ever
greater
heroism
of
faith--the
"obedience" which she professes to the
word
of divine
revelation will
be
fulfilled.
::sne aavancea 1n ner p1.1gr1mage or
faith, and in this pilgrimage to the
foot of the Cross there was simultaneously accomplished her maternal cooperation with the Saviour's whole mission
through her actions
and sufferings.
Along the path of this collaboration
with the work of her Son, the Redeemer,
Mary's motherhood itself underwent a
singular transformation, becoming ever
more
imbued
with
"burning
charity"
towards all those to whom Christ's
mission was directed.
Through this
"burning
charity",
which
sought
to
achieve,
in union with Christ,
the

restoration of "supernatural life to
souls", Mary entered, in a way all her
own, into the one mediation "between God
and men" which is the mediation of the
man Christ Jesus.
Mary's
faith,
according to the
Church's apostolic witness, in some way
continues to become the faith of the
pilgrim People of God: the faith of individuals and communities, of places and
gatherings, and of the various groups
existing in the Church.
It is a faith
that is passed on simultaneously through
both the mind and the heart.
It is
gained or regained continually through
prayer.
Therefore, "the Church in her
apostolic work also rightly looks to her
who brought forth Christ, conceived by
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin,
so that through the Church Christ may be
born and increase in the hearts of the
faithful also".

BEHOLD YOUR MOTHER
The description of the Cana event
outlines what is actually manifested as
a new kind of motherhood according to
the spirit and not just according to the
flesh, that is to say Mary's solicitude
for human beings, her coming to them in
the wide variety of their wants and
needs.
At Cana in Galilee there is
shown only oRe concrete aspect of human
need, apparently a small one and of
little importance ("They have no wine").
But it has a symbolic value:
this
coming to the aid of human needs means,
at the same time, bringing those needs
within the radius of Christ's messianic
mission and salvific power.
Thus there
is a mediation.

As a mother she also wishes the
messianic power of her Son
to
be
manifested, that salvific power of his
which is meant to help man in his
misfortunes, to free him from the evil
which in various forms
and degrees
weighs heavily upon his life. Precisely
as the Prophet Isaiah had foretold about
the Messiah in the famous passage which
Jesus quoted before his fellow townsfolk
in Nazareth:
"To preach good news to
the poor ... to proclaim release to the
captives and recovering of sight to the
blind ... " ( c f . Lk 4 : 18 ) .
Another essential element of Mary's
maternal task is found in her words to
the servants:
"Do whatever he tells
you".
The Mother of Christ presents
herself as the spokeswoman of her Son's
will, pointing out those things which
must be done so that the salvific power
of the Messiah may be manifested.
At
Cana, thanks to the intercession of Mary
and the obedience of the servants, Jesus
begins "his hour". At Cana Mary appears
as believing in Jesus. Her faith evokes
his first "sign" and helps to kindle the
faith of the disciples.
The words uttered by Jesus from the
Cross signify that the motherhood of her
who bore Christ finds a "new" continuation in the Church and through the
Church, symbolized and represented by
John.
In this way, she who as the one
"full of grace" was brought into the
mystery of Christ in order to be his
Mother and thus the Holy Mother of God,
through the Church remains in that
mystery as "the woman" spoken of by the
Book of Genesis (3:15) at the beginning
and by the Apocalypse (12:1) at the end
of the history of salvation.
In accordance with
the
eternal
plan
of
Providence, Mary's divine motherhood is
to be poured out upon the Church, as
indicated by statements of Tradition,
according to which Mary's "motherhood"
of the Church is the reflection and
extension of her motherhood of the Son
of God.
The Redeemer entrusts his mother to
the disciple, and at the same time he
gives her to him as his mother.
Mary's
motherhood which becomes man's inheritance is a gift: a gift which Christ
himself makes personally to every individual. The Redeemer entrusts Mary to
John because he entrusts John to Mary.
At the foot of the Cross there begins
that special entrusting of human! ty to
the Mother of Christ, which in the
history of the Church has been practised
and expressed in different ways.
The
same Apostle and Evangelist, after reporting the words addressed by Jesus on
the Cross to his Mother and to himself
adds:
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CHANGES IN ADMINISTRATION
AT THE MARIAN LIBRARY AND IMRI

As some of our readers already know, Father Th~odore Koehler,
S.M., sustained a heart attack in January of 1986.
In consequence
of this, he determined to resign his position as Curator-Director
of the Marian Library and head of its International Marian Research
Institute (IMRI).
In August of 1986, Father Matthew Kohmescher, S.M., took over
as interim head of IMRI and planned the summer school program for
1987, as well as the workshop that preceded these regular sessions.
He thus prepared the way for Father Johann Roten, S.M., who will
direct IMRI for the next three years.
On July 1, 1987, Father Thomas Thompson, S.M.
direction of the Marian Library.

took over the

Father Koehler has moved to another office on the seventh
floor of the University of Dayton's Roesch Library.
There he will
continue his work as Secretary of the Mariological Society of
America and Editor of its Marian Studies.
He will also continue
editing Marian Library Studies.
We are deeply grateful for the extraordinary service Father
Koehler has given to the Marian Library since he became DirectorCurator in 1969. His devotedness to his work, the high standards
of achievement he demands of himself, and his never-ending search
to expand the Library's capacity to serve the Church have been an
inspiration to all who have had the good fortune to work with him.
We are happy that he will remain with us in an advisory capacity.
The next issue of the Newsletter will give more details about
these developments.

"And from that hour the disciple
took her to his own home" (Jn 19:27).
This statement certainly means that the
role of son was attributed to the
disciple and that he assumed responsibility for the Mother of his beloved
Master.
And since Mary was given as a
mother to him personally, the statement
indicates,
even
though
indirectly,
everything expressed by the intimate
relationship of a child with its mother.
And all of this can be included in the
word "entrusting".
Such entrusting is
the response to a person's love, and in
particular to the love of a mother.

MARY AT THE CENTER OF THE PILGRIM CHURCH
"The Church 'like a pilgrim in a
foreign land, presses forward amid the
persecutions of the world and the consolations of God', announcing the Cross
and Death of the Lord until he comes
(cf. 1 Cor 11:26)".
"Israel according
to the flesh, which wandered as an exile
in the desert, was already called the
Church of God (cf. 2 Esd 13:1; Num 20:4;
Dt 23:1ff.).
Likewise the new Israel
... is also called the Church of Christ
( cf. Mt 16: 18) .
It is precisely in this ecclesial
journey or pilgrimage through space and
time, and even more through the history
of souls, that Mary is present, as the
one
who
is
"blessed
because
she
believed", as the one who advanced on
the pilgrimage of faith, sharing unlike
any other creature in the mystery of
Christ.
The Council further says that
"Mary figured profoundly in the history
of salvation and in a certain way unites
and mirrors within herself the central

truths of the faith".
Among aJ..l believers she is like a "mirror" in which
are reflected in the most profound and
limpid way "the mighty works of God"
(Acts 2: 11 ) .
If the Church as spouse "keeps the
fidelity she has pledged to Christ",
this
fidelity,
even
though
in
the
Apostle's teaching it has become an
image of marriage (cf. Eph 5:23-33),
also has value as a model of total selfgiving to God in celibacy "for the
kingdom
of
heaven",
in
virginity
consecrated to God (cf. Mt 19:11-12; 2
Cor 11:2).
Precisely such virginity,
after the example of the Virgin of
Nazareth, is the source of a special
spiritual fruitfulness: it is the source
of motherhood in the Holy Spirit.
Following the example of Mary, who
kept and pondered in her heart everything relating to her divine Son (cf. Lk
2:19.51), the Church is committed to
preserving the word of God and investigating its riches with discernment
and prudence, in order to bear faithful
witness to it before all mankind in
every age.
From Mary the Church also learns
her own motherhood: she recognizes the
maternal dimension of her vocation,
which
is
essentially
bound
to
her
sacramental nature, in "contemplating
Mary's mysterious sanctity, imitating
her charity and faithfully fulfilling
the Father's will".
If the Church is
the sign and instrument of intimate
union with God, she is so by reason of
her motherhood, because, receiving life
from the Spirit, she "generates" sons
and daughters of the
human race to a
new life in Christ.
For, just as Mary
is at the service of the mystery of the
Incarnation, so the Church is always at
the service of the mystery of adoption
to sonship through grace.
THE ASSUMPTION
The
truth
of
the
Assumption,
defined by Pius XII, is reaffirmed by
the Second Vatican Council, which thus
expresses the Church's faith:
"Preserved free from all guilt of original
sin, the Immaculate Virgin was taken up
body and soul into heavenly glory upon
the completion of her earthly sojourn.
She was exalted by the Lord as Queen of
the Universe, in order that she might be
the more thoroughly conformed to her
Son, the Lord of lords (cf. Rev 19:16)
and the conqueror of sin and death".
In the mystery of the Assumption is
expressed the faith of the Church,
according to which Mary is "united by a
close and indissoluble bond" to Christ,
for, if as Virgin and Mother she was

mediation "until the eternal fulfilment
of all the elect" .
Thus, she who here
on earth "loyally persevered ±n her
union with her Son unto the Cross",
continues to remain united with him,
while now "all things are subjected to
him, until he subjects to the Father
himself and all things".
Thus in her
Assumption in to heaven, Mary is as it
were clothed by the whole reality of the
communion of Saints, and her very union
with the Son in glory is wholly oriented
towards the definitive fullness of the
Kingdom, when "God will be all in all".

CONCLUSION

singularly united with him in his first
coming, so through her continued collaboration with him she will also be
united with him in expectation of the
second; "redeemed in an especially sublime manner by reason of the merits of
her Son", she also has that specifically maternal role of mediatrix of
mercy at his final coming, when all
those who belong to Christ "shall be
made alive", when "the last enemy to be
destroyed is death" (l Cor 15:26).
Connected with this exaltation of
the noble "Daughter of Sian" through her
Assumption into heaven is the mystery of
her eternal glory.
For the Mother of
Christ is glorified as "Queen of the
Universe".
She who at the Annunciation
called herself the "handmaid of the
Lord" remained throughout her earthly
life faithful to what this name expresses. In this she confirmed that she
was a true "disciple" of Christ, who
strongly emphasized that his mission was
one of service:
the Son of Man "came
not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many" (Mt
20: 28) .
In this way Mary became the
first of those who "serving Christ also
in others with humility and patience
lead their brothers and sisters to that
King whom to serve is to reign", and she
fully obtained that "state of royal
freedom" proper to Christ's disciples:
to serve means to reign!
The glory of serving does not cease
to be her royal exaltation: assumed into heaven, she does not cease her saving
service, which expresses her maternal

At the end of the daily Liturgy of
the Hours, among the invocations addressed to Mary by the church is the
following:
"Loving mother of the Redeemer,
gate of heaven, star of the sea,
assist your people who have fallen
yet strive to rise again.
To the wonderment of nature you bore
your Creator!"
"To the wonderment of nature!"
These words of the antiphon express that
wonderment of faith which accompanies
the mystery of Mary's divine motherhood.
In a sense, it does so in the heart of
the whole of creation and, directly, in
the heart of the whole people of God, in
the heart of the church.
As she goes forward with the whole
of humanity toward the frontier between
the two millennia, the church, for her
part, with the whole community of believers and in union with all men and
women of good will, takes up the great
challenge contained in these words of
the Marian antiphon: "The people who
have fallen yet strive to rise again,"
and she addresses both the Redeemer and
his mother with the plea: "Assist us."
For as this prayer attests, the church
sees the Blessed Mother · of God in the
saving mystery of Christ and in her own
mystery. She sees Mary deeply rooted in
humanity's history, in man's eternal
vocation according to the providential
plan which God has made for him from
eternity.
She sees Mary maternally
present and sharing in the many complicated problems which today beset the
lives of individuals, families and nations; she sees her helping the Christian people in the constant struggle
between good and evil, to ensure that it
"does not fall" or if it has fallen,
that it "rises again."
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AN ACT OF CONSECRATION OF THE UKRAINIAN NATION TO THE MOTHER OF GOD ON THE OCCASION
OF THE SOLEMN COMMEMORATION OF THE MILLENIUM OF THE BAPTISM OF UKRAINE
We, the sons and daughters of Ukraine, whose hallowed
ancestor, St. Volodymyr the Great, accepted the priceless
gift of Christianity one thousand years ago, come today to
You, the Queen of Ukraine, in a spirit of total love,
inexpressible gratitude and fervent supplication as we
approach the millenium of this awesome and mysterious
Gift of our nation.
From the depths of our hearts, we thank You, Heavenly
Mother, for the countless graces You have obtained through
Your intercession from Your Son, Jesus Christ, for the
Ukrainian nation since its consecration to Your maternal
care by Yaroslav the Wise, another ruler of Kiev.
We are grateful for Your constant protection manifested
through the miraculous icons which have spiritually enriched our people and land.
We are thankful for Your protection and succors to the
many martyrs and confessors of the Faith who, yesterday
and today, glorify Your Son Jesus Christ, His Church and
our Ukrainian people with their blood and sufferings.
Today, during these tragic times which have befallen
Ukraine; today, when the shadow of atheism darkens her
lands; today, when atheism extols its hatred of God the
Father and destroys His sanctuaries; today, when evil
forces attempt to destroy the work of God's creation, Your
Ukrainian people; yes, today, with fervent prayer we turn
to you, our heavenly Protectress, and beseech You to gain
for us the strength to carry this Cross and rise victoriously
singing the praises of Your Glorified Son, Christ the
Conqueror.
Heavenly Mother, we solemnly consecrate to You the
Ukrainian nation, its families and especially the youth both
on our native soil and scattered in the diaspora. We
entrust to you efforts for the Church, nation and community. Protect us with Your mantle so that as we end
one millennium and begin another, the Kingdom of God will
reign in a free Ukraine and world under the banner of Your
Son Christ the Victor.
Most Holy Mother of God, our Heavenly Mother and
Queen of Ukraine, hear us and save us. Amen.
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